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Dear S i r s : 

Over t h e pas t m o n t h the Depar t meri t has r e v i e w e d a proposal by EPA t e > d i v i d  e 
up t h e - work on the New Bedford Harbor Federal Superfund Site into operable 0 
u n i t s  . T h e f i r s t operable u n i t t o reach a record of d e c i s i o n w i l  l lie t h e H o t 
Spot in t h e upper reaches of t ho A c u s h n e > t R i v e r F r . t n a r y . T'ei ause wo b e l i e v e 
t ha t a n operable 1 u n i  t f o i t h e H o t Spot w i l  l e x p e d i t e d e c i s i o n m a k i n g e m r e m e d i a l 
a c t i o n s for t h i  s s i t e s w e w i s h t e > f e i r m a l ly support the i dea . 

The Ne*w Re -e l fo rd Harbor F e a s i b i l i t y S t u d y has been eenuh ic t ed in t h r e e see 
l i o n s : The Hot Spot , the Upper E s t u a r y and t h e - ( I n t e l Harbor and Bay . W h i l e ,1 1 1 
' bese> areas w i l  l be addressee! under bo th CKRCT.A and Chapter ?A\;, , t he H e > t Spot is 
a ce)nt inuing source e>f c o n t a m i n a t i o n to the env i ronment . We unelerstand t h a t the-
Hot Spe>t operable un i t w i l  l address 13,000 cubic yarels e>f seeliments c e m t a i r i i n g 
PCP> concen t ra t ions f rom 4 ,000 te> 35,000 parts pe'r m i l l i o n  . We b e l i e v e thai an 
e > p c ' r a b l e > u n i  t t ei address the Hot Spot is nece'ssary for source con t ro l and t h a t 
i t w i l  l i a c i l i t a t e  * t h e > devo lopme ' i i t e>f f u tu re r emedia l s o l u t i o n s fe i r t h e Ne.w 
H o d f e > r d Harbeir S i t e> . A l t e r n a t i v e  s w i l l cont inue to be e v a l u a t e d to address the 
s i g n i f i c a n t r isks poseul by c e > n t ami nant s em the remaine le r of t h e s i t e  . As you 
know, Chapter 21E reejuires a remedial response p l < i i i for e>aeh s i t e 1 wh ich i -n^ui e;, , 
pe rmanen t s e i l u t i o n . A r e m e d i < i l a c t i o n f o r t h e 1 H o t Spei t p e n t i o n o f t h i  s s i t e  1 

appears t e> be c o n s i s t e n t w i t  h t he> o v e > i - a l 1 d e v e l o p m e n t e > f a r e m e d i a l response* 
p 1 an . 
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Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the superfund process.

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please contact

Bob Bois or Helen Waldorf at 292-5819.


Very truly yours,


Janes C. Colman

As:sistant Commissioner

Waste Site Cleanup


JCC/HW/sc

cc: Daniel Greenbaum, Commissioner


Gil Jolly, Regional Environmental Engineer

Tom Powers, Deputy Commissioner

Ken Hagg, Deputy Commissioner

Robert Donovan, Deputy Regional Environmental Engineer

Robert Bois

Helen Waldorf

Nancy Preis

Technical Review Team
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